Pursuing the Jomon people

Obsidian and Jomon people

The Komagata site which had worked as a village for
making obsidian tools in the Jomon period is located at
the foot of the Mt. Kirigamine where some sources of
obsidian were quarried by the Jomon people.

We have found small-scaled sites on the paths between
the Komagata site and the obsidian sources in Mt.
Kirigamine. Those sites indicates the pathways were
possibly used by the Jomon people in order to carry the
quarried obsidian into the Komagata site.

The Komagata site was designated as a national
historical site of Japan in 1998, for its importance to
understand the relationships between obsidian and the
Jomon way of life.
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/1 This map of possible obsidian pathways was based on the
field works done and published as the report “Kodo”
(Prehistoric Pathways) in 1974 by the “Yonezawa
& B ,j » Koukogaku Club” (Club of Archaeology, Yonezawa) .

¢+ The members of the club were high school students and
. junior high school students who lived in this region.
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